NAVANA

pleasure by our ancient Rishis. They were as qualified as
men to discharge spiritual responsibilities. The ancient
Rishis, by their exemplary behaviour, became spiritual
preceptors to their wives and helped to establish a well
ordered society.

Narasimha Sastri was pleased with this outlook of
Ganapati, and realised that his daughter-in-law too should be
initiated into Mantra Japa. But Ganapati proposed that he
should be left free for six months every year to pursue his
spiritual practices. So Narasimha Sastri at once proceeded
to Bomikapadu village to convey to his daughter-in-law the
wish of Ganapati. Visalakshi readily agreed to be initiated.
But her reaction to the proposal of Ganapati almost startled
Narasimha Sastri. She was prepared to accept the proposal
provided she was given freedom to do tapas, after the birth
of a couple of children. Everybody was pleased with this
reply which showed her as an equal to her husband. She was
then fifteen and Ganapati, three years older.